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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 4302 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MILI, LE, SY 

SUBJ: REMARKS OF LOCAL BATH PARTY LEADER ASSIM QANSUH 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ON JULY 29, LOCAL BA TH 
PARTY LEADER ASSIM QANSUH SAID THE FOLLOWING: 

2. THE GOL HAS DEFINITELY DECIDED TO SEND SOLDIERS TO SOUTH 
LEBANON ON JULY 31. THESE UNITS ARE TO OCCUPY LEBANESE ARMY 
BARRACKS IN TYRE. TIBNIN, MARJAYUN AND NABATIYAH. THE 
SYRIANS, HOWEVER, BELIEVED THAT THE LEBANESE FRONT WOULD 
WORK TO PREVENT THE UNITS FROM GOING SOUTH BE INITIATING 
FIGHTING IN EAST BEIRUT ON JULY 29-30. QANSUH CLAIMED 

THAT SYRIANS HAD STARTED FIRING IN AYN AR-RUMMANAH EVENING 
OF JULY 28 FOR THIS REASON. 

3. THE MEETING BETWEEN WALID JUMBLATT, SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH 
AND ABDULLAH SA’DAH IN ZGHORTA ON JULY 15 WAS SUPPOSED TO 
MARK THE BEGINNING OF A BROAD POLITICAL ALLIANCE FRIENDLY 
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TO SYRIAN INTERESTS. SUCH AN ALLIANCE REMAINED PROBLEMATICAL, 

AS LITTLE PROGRESS HAD ACTUALLY BEEN MADE IN CREATING ONE. 

4. ONLY ABOUT 300 SYRIAN SECURITY PERSONNEL REMAINED IN 
WEST BEIRUT: 200 SOLDIERS AND 100 CIVILIANS. THIS WAS NOT 
ENOUGH TO MAINTAIN SECURITY AND THE LEBANESE ARMY OR POLICE 
SHOULD DEPLOY UNITS TO DO SO. THE MURABITUN WAS NOT PRE- 
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PARED TO ACCEPT SUCH UNITS, HOWEVER, BECAUSE THEY WOULD 
THREATEN THE MURABITUN'S INFLUENCE. 

5. AS A RESULT, QANSUH HAD MET ON JULY 28 WITH LEBANESE 
COMMUNIST PARTY HEAD GEORGES HAWI AND COMMUNIST ACTION ORGAN- 
IZATION HEAD MUHSIN IBRAHIM TO DISCUSS WAYS OF MAINTAINING 
SECURITY IN WEST BEIRUT. ALL THREE HAD AGREED ON THE NEED 
TO TRY TO CONVINCE THE MURABITUN TO ACCEPT LEBANESE GOVERN- 
MENT SECURITY FORCES. (PPS HEAD ABDULLAH SA'DAH REMARKED 
ON JULY 19 THAT HIS ORGANIZATION ALSO OPPOSED USE OF LEBANESE 
ARMY IN WEST BEIRUT.) QANSUH ALSO SAID HE WAS READY TO PUT 
500 MEMBERS OF THE BATH PARTY AT THE DISPOSAL OF GOL TO 
HELP WITH SECURITY. PARKER 
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